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BOROUGH  OF  NEATH. 


Public  Health  Department, 
NEATH, 

Glam. 

September,  1955. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  was  14.78  per  thousand  and  is  slightly  higher  than  the  rate  for 
1953,  while  the  Death  Rate  at  12.84  was  1.64  per  thousand  higher  than  last  year.  The  trend  of 
increased  longevity  for  the  population  still  continues,  for  65%  of  the  deaths  were  in  persons  over  the 
age  of  65  years. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

It  is  again  my  pleasant  duty  to  record  that  there  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 
There  were  446  live  births. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Seventeen  infants  died  before  reaching  their  first  birthday  and  of  these,  fourteen,  during  the 
first  month.  The  causes  of  death  were  9 from  prematurity,  3 from  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  4 from 
Congenital  Deformities  and  1 from  Pneumonia.  Up  to  the  present,  knowledge  of  the  causes  of 
prematurity  and  congenital  deformity  is  far  from  being  complete  and  until  the  cause  of  these  con- 
ditions is  known  any  action  to  be  taken  to  prevent  them  must  be  problematical. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

14  cases  were  notified.  These  were  mild  in  character  and  only  in  those  cases  where  proper 
Isolation  facilities  were  not  available  was  hospitalisation  necessary. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

23  cases  were  notified.  The  immunisation  of  children  with  the  Combined  Vaccine  is,  I believe, 
having  its  effect.  Although  a 100%  immunity  is  not  claimed  after  the  vaccine,  it  is  believed  that 
if  an  attack  of  Whooping  Cough  does  develop  the  disease  is  of  much  shorter  duration  and  much  milder 
in  character. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 

Again  no  cases  were  notified  this  year.  It  seems  that  this  disease  is  on  the  way  out,  no 
notification  having  been  received  during  the  past  five  years.  The  Ministry,  however,  keeps  on 
warning  Medical  Officers  that  a high  level  of  immunisation  must  be  maintained  in  order  to  keep  up 
this  satisfactory  state  of  affairs.  Last  year  only  32.7%  of  the  child  population  was  immunised. 
It  seems  that  the  young  generation  of  parents,  not  knowing  this  disease,  neglects  to  protect  their 
children.  All  homes  are  visited  and  parents  advised  to  bring  their  children  to  be  immunised. 
The  actual  injection  is  practically  painless  and  quite  harmless  to  the  child.  I cannot  but  urge  all 
parents  to  take  the  opportunity,  so  easily  available,  of  having  their  children  protected  not  only  against 
Diphtheria  but  also  against  Whooping  Cough.  Three  visits,  at  one  monthly  intervals,  are  al)  thal 
is  necessary. 

PARATYPHOID  FEVER. 

2 cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  They  were  carefully  investigated  and  the  incriminating 
foodstuff,  namely,  Cream  Cakes,  found. 

It  is  fortunate  that  only  five  cases  occurred  in  the  Borough,  because  there  was  a severe  outbreak 
throughout  South  Wales. 

JOHN  TAYLOR  CHARITY. 

The  Committee  responsible  for  the  administration  of  this  Charity  generously  allocated  /I  00 
to  me  for  distribution  to  the  sick-poor  in  the  Borough.  The  cases  were  investigated  by  my  Nursing 
Staff  and  many  necessitous  persons,  especially  the  elderly  sick,  were  given  added  comforts  in  the  form 
of  bedclothes,  night-wear,  coal  and  extra  nourishment  during  Christmas  week. 

Serious  flooding  occurred  in  the  Borough  in  October.  The  Briton  Ferry  and  South 
Wards  suffered  most  and  much  distress  and  damage  was  caused  to  the  inhabitants  and  houses. 
Again  the  Committee  allocated  a £100  to  alleviate  some  of  the  suffering  caused  to  the  aged  sick. 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  visited  the  area  in  September, 
one  Unit,  a mobile  one,  being  stationed  at  Briton  Ferry,  while  a static  one  worked  at  Dyfed  Road. 
The  former,  in  addition  to  visiting  the  secondary  modern  schools,  also  visited  the  various  works  and 
factories  within  the  Borough  boundary.  During  the  visit  5,721  persons  were  X-rayed  and  three  new 
cases  of  active  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  discovered. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  Mass  Radiography  has  a definite  place  in  the  preventive  field  of  the 
National  Health  Service,  but  being  and  entirely  a voluntary  service  it  has  one  weakness,  namely,  that 
only  the  persons  who  feel  perfectly  well  attend  for  examination.  This  is  to  be  encouraged  but  also 
wanted  are  those  who  are  not  feeling  quite  fit.  i'he  fear  of  Tuberculosis  is  still  very  strong  within  us 
all  but  it  should  be  emphasised  that,  nowadays,  Tuberculosis  is  a curable  disease  and,  like  so  many 
other  diseases,  the  earlier  it  is  discovered  the  sooner  it  can  be  treated  and  cured. 

The  Local  Chest  Clinic  at  Cimla  Road  aims  to  overcome  this  difficulty.  A static  Mass  Miniature 
Radiography  Unit  has  been  installed  and  local  practitioners  are  invited  to  send  any  patients  with 
symptoms  vaguely  suggestive  of  chest  disease  to  this  clinic.  “The  General  Practioner  sessions”,  as 
the}’  are  called,  are  available  on  Tuesday  of  each  week — a female  session  in  the  morning  and  a male 
session  in  the  afternoon.  There  is  no  waiting  and  the  actual  X-ray  takes  only  a few  seconds. 
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This  is  an  important,  progressive,  step  in  the  combat  against  Tuberculosis.  Not  only  does  it 
obviate  visits  to  the  Cimla  Hospital  but  makes  an  X-ray  examination  available  with  as  little  incon- 
venience as  possible,  to  patients  who  perhaps  would  not  visit  the  Mobile  Mass  Radiography  Unit. 

HOUSING. 

Housing  still  takes  up  a great  deal  of  the  time  of  the  Department.  The  interviewing  of  anxious 
applicants  for  re-housing,  the  inspection  of  houses  for  sanitary  defects  and  also  the  visiting  of  houses 
to  obtain  and  to  check,  etc.,  the  information  required  by  the  House  Letting  Sub-Committee,  nowadays 
takes  up  many  hours  of  my  own  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  time. 

During  the  year  153  houses  were  completed  and  occupied  by  Local  Authority  ; 20  were  also 
completed  and  occupied  by  private  enterprise. 

128  houses  were  partly  completed  by  the  Local  Authority  and  15  partly  completed  by  private 
enterprise. 

One  of  the  many  difficulties  which  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  House  Letting  Sub- 
Committee  have  to  deal  with  is  the  letting  of  houses  to  what  is  euphemistically  called  “problem 
families”.  These  families  are  usually  well  up  in  the  “Points  Scheme”  and  their  applications  are  con- 
sidered when  their  priority  group  comes  up  before  the  Committee.  As  a rule  the  family  is  known 
to  the  members  of  the  Committee  and  the  report  of  the  Inspecting  Officer  is  an  unfavourable  one 
from  the  cleanliness  aspect. 

The  Committee  has  a duty  to  the  main  Housing  Committee  and  the  question  arises  whether, 
if  granted  a house,  these  families  will  make  satisfactory  tenants.  The  answer  in  the  majority  of  cases 
is  “No”. 

Dr.  O’Brien  has  defined  the  problem  family  as  one  that  lives  in  squalor  and  is,  apparently,  con- 
tent to  do  so.  It  appears  to  suffer  from  domestic  and,  possibly,  social  ineducability.  Its  members 
may  be  distinguished  by  lack  of  character  and  mental  backwardness  sometimes  associated  with 
relatively  numerous  children,  child  neglect,  intemperance,  etc. 

It  is  obvious  that  something  has  to  be  done  to  re-house  these  families  and  an  attempt  to  do 
this  is  made  by  granting  one  of  the  older  type  of  Council  house.  The  Health  Visitor  continually  visits 
to  help  and  encourage  the  family  to  rehabilitate  itself  but  it  is  a task  which  requires  a great  deal  of 
patience,  sympathy  and  tact. 

This  report  would  not  be  complete  without  some  reference  to  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Evan 
Thomas,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  Mr.  Thomas  has  given  many  years  of  loyal  service  to  the 
Borough  and  I would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  for  his  loyalty  and  efficiency  to  the  Health 
Department.  His  work  was  often  arduous  and  unpleasant  ; his  decisions,  however  unpopular,  were 
only  carried  out  after  careful  thought  and  after  drawing  upon  his  wealth  of  experience. 

I would  also  like  to  welcome  Mr.  R.  T.  Probert,  who  succeeds  Mr.  Thomas.  He  was  the  Senior 
member  of  the  Staff  and  the  Council,  in  their  wisdom,  promoted  him  to  the  vacant  post.  I 
am  confident  that  he  will  make  an  able  successor  to  Mr.  Evan  Thomas. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  and  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  your 
encouragement  during  the  year.  To  the  members  of  my  staff  at  Dyfed  Road  my  thanks  are  also 
offered  for  loyalty  and  efficiency  at  all  times. 

/ am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  R.  STUBBINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION. 


Area  (in  acres)  

Including  Foreshore 

5,040 

Excluding  Foreshore 

4,502 

Rateable  Value 

£176,632 

0 0 

Sum  produced  by  Penny  Rate  

£683 

11  5 

Population — Registrar’s  figures  for  1953  

31,530 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  live  births  in  the  Borough  was  466,  made  up  of  228  males  and  238  females,  and 
giving  a birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  of  14.78. 


Year 

Birth-rate 

Year 

Birth-rate. 

1955 

14.78 

1939 

13.9 

1954 

14.78 

1938 

14.9 

1953 

14.18 

1937 

14.7 

1952 

14.72 

1936 

15.5 

1951 

14.25 

1935 

15.5 

1950 

15.73 

1934 

16.1 

1949 

15.9 

1933 

13.5 

1948 

18.3 

1932 

16.0 

1947 

20.1 

1931 

14.1 

1946 

19.1 

1930 

16.8 

1945 

16.0 

1929 

16.9 

1944 

18.2 

1928 

16.7 

1943 

14.5 

1927 

17.0 

1942 

16.1 

1926 

18.2 

1941 

13.9 

1925 

22.0 

1940 

13.3 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered,  as  referring  to  residents  of  the  Borough,  was 
14,  giving  a rate  of  29.35  total  live  and  still  births. 

The  total  number  of  illegitimate  children  born  in  the  Borough  during  the  last  ten  years,  is  as 
follows  : 


Year 

Illegitimate 

Year 

Illegitimate 

Births 

Births 

1944 

15 

1950 

8 

1945 

27 

1951 

12 

1946 

22 

1952 

13 

1947 

12 

1953 

13 

1948 

9 

1954 

14 

1949 

13 
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STILL  BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  Still-births,  was  11,  giving  a rate  of  23.06  per  1,000  live  and  still-births,  and 
0.34  per  population. 


DEATHS. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  of  all  ages  was  405  (212  males  and  193  females) 
This  gives  a death  rate  of  12.84  and  may  be  compared  with  the  previous  years  in  the  following  Table: 


Year 

Death  Rate 

Year 

Death  Rate 

1954 

12.84 

1947 

12.6 

1953 

11.24 

1946 

12.8 

1952 

11.52 

1945 

12.6 

1951 

13.97 

1944 

12.2 

1950 

13.56 

1943 

12.4 

1949 

11.8 

1942 

11.9 

1948 

12.1 

1941 

14.7 

The  Ward  distribution  of  deaths  was,  as  under  : — 


North  Ward  146 

South  Ward  145 

Briton  Ferry  Ward  114 


The  Table  on  Page  7 gives  a classification  of  the  causes  of  death, 
General.  Age  groups  are  given  below  : — 


as  recorded  by  the  Registrar 


Under  1 year 

...18 

1—  5 

...  4 

6—10 

...  1 

11—15 

2 

16—20 

...  0 

21—25 

...  1 

26—35 

...  8 

36—45  ... 

...  16 

46 — 55  ... 

...  39 

56—65  ... 

...  .->3 

66—70  ... 

...  63 

71—80  ... 

...  130 

81—90  ... 

...  60 

Over  90  ... 

...  10 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH8. 


Figures  given  by  Registrar  General. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

Tuberculosis,  other  

Syphilitic  Disease  

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough  

Meningococcal  Infections  

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

Measles  

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

Other  heart  disease  

Other  circulatory  disease  

Influenza  

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations  

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents  

All  other  accidents  

Suicide  

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  

ALL  CAUSES 


tales 

Females 

Total 

9 

7 

16 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

3 

9 

6 

15 

13 

0 

13 

0 

9 

9 

0 

5 

5 

23 

12 

35 

1 

2 

3 

0 

2 

2 

27 

25 

52 

23 

10 

33 

4 

6 

10 

18 

43 

61 

14 

12 

26 

1 

3 

4 

4 

7 

11 

14 

5 

19 

4 

0 

4 

4 

1 

5 

0 

0 

0 

5 

2 

7 

7 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 

18 

29 

47 

1 

2 

3 

8 

1 

9 

1 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

>12 

193 

405 

Death-rate,  1,000  population  DEATHS 


All  Causes  12.84 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory  0.51 

Tuberculosis,  other  

Measles  — 

Cancer  2.54 

Circulatory  Diseases  5.77 

Influenza  0.13 


Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System  1.08 


Whooping  Cough — 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 0.10 

Infant  Mortality  36.48 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  30.04 

Pregnancy,  Chldbirth,  Abortion  ...  — 
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CANCER  DEATHS. 


The  age  distribution  was  as  follows 
Ages 

25—35  

36—45  

46—55  

56—65  

66—75  

76—85  

Over  85 


Males 

Females 



1 

1 

... 

2 

1 

... 

4 

8 

... 

10 

5 

... 

21 

12 

... 

6 

4 

... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

45 

32 

DEATHS  BY  VIOLENCE. 

The  number  of  deaths  by  violence  was  15.  The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  : — 


Suicide  ...  3 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

All  other  accidents  9 

Total  15 


INFANT  DEATHS. 


Cause  of  Death  Under  1 month  Over  1 month  Total  Total 

and  under  1 year 

M F M F M F M&F 


Prematurity  3 6 — — 3 6 9 

Congenital  Deformities  1—11  2 13 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  1 2 — — 1 2 3 

Pneumonia  — — — 1 — 11 

Rh.  Factor  1 — — — 1 — 1 


Total  6 8 1 3 7 10  17 


9 


COMPARATIVE  FIGURES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS 

FOR  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 

1953 

8 

1947  

17 

1952 

14 

1946  

20 

1951 

22 

1945  

22 

1950 

14 

1944  

18 

1949 

22 

1943  

30 

1948 

17 

1942  

29 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

No.  of  Notifications 

Rate  per  1000 
Population 

Scarlet  Fever  

14 

0.44 

Whooping  Cough 

23 

0.73 

Diphtheria  

— 



Measles 

2 

0.06 

Acute  Pneumonia 

10 

0.32 

Meningoccal  Infection  

3 

0.09 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

...  — 



Acute  Encephalitis 

...  — 



Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

...  — 



Dysentery 

— 



Smallpox 

— 



Paratyphoid  

2 

0.06 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

_ 

Food  Poisoning 

— 



Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 

46 

1.46 

Tuberculosis,  Non  Pulmonary 

3 

0.10 

Erysipelas  ... 

— 



Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

2.15  (rate  pe 
1 000  live  bit 

>0 


GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1954  (Amended) 


TUBERCULOSIS 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Annual  Return  for  year  ended  31st,  December,  1934. 

NEATH  HEALTH  DIVISION. 

IMMUNISATION  IN  RELATION  TO  CHILD  POPULATION. 

Number  of  Children  at  31st  December,  1954,  who  had  completed  a course  of  immunisation  at 
any  time  before  that  date  [i.e.  at  any  time  since  the  1st  January,  1939). 


Age  at  31.12.54 

Under  1 

i.e.,  Born  in  Year 

1954 

Last  complete  course  of  injections 

(whether  primary  or  booster) 

A.  1950  — 1954  

83 

B.  1949  or  earlier 


1-4 

5-9 

10-14 

Under  15 

1953-1950 

1949-1945 

1944-1950 

Total 

2769 

1480 

924 

5256 

— 

3776 

i 

4030 

7806 

There  were  no  notifications  of  Diphtheria  during  1954. 


VACCINATION. 


Annual  Return  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1954. 


Number  of  Persons  Vaccinated  (or  re-Vaccinated  ) during  period. 


Age  at  Date  of  Vaccination 

Under  1 

1 

2 to  4 

5—14 

15  or  over 

Total 

Number  Vaccinated  

61 

— 

5 

3 

16 

85 

Number  Re- Vaccinated  

— 

— 

4 

43 

48 

55 

NEATH  HEALTH  DIVISION. 

LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Return  Relating  to  Services  Provided  by  or  on  Behalf  of  the  Council  as  Local 
Health  Authority  and  of  the  Work  Done  During  the  Year. 

BIRTHS. 


Actual  number  of  birth’s  in  the  Authority’s  area  during  the  year  as  notified  under  Section  203 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  or  Section  255  of  the  Public  Health  (London)  Act,  1936,  and  the  number 
as  adjusted  by  any  notifications  transferred  in  or  out  of  the  area.: — 


Live  Births 

Stillbirths 

TOTALS 

Actual  Adjusted 

Actual  Adjusted 

Actual  Adjusted 

Domiciliary  

367  369 

4 4 

371  373 

Institutional 

1270  657 

48  24 

1318  681 

ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS 


No.  of  women 

in  attendance 

(1) 

provided  at 
end  of  year 

(2) 

ions  held 
per  month 

(3) 

No.  of  women 
who  attended 
during  the  year 

(4)  ' 

No.  of  New 
Cases  included 
in  Col.  (4) 

(5) 

of  attend- 
ances during 
the  year 
(6) 

L.H.A.  CLINICS 
Ante-Natal  Clinics 

5 

22 

1211 

989 

5235 

Post-Natal  Clinics 

(268) 

(268) 

(363) 

No.  of  women  examined  post  natally  at  ante-natal  clinics  are  shown  in  brackets. 


CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS 
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Over  41bs.  15ozs 
up  to  and 
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51bs.  8ozs. 
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up  to  and 
including 
41bs.  15ozs. 
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up  to  and  inc- 
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less 
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NUMBER  OF  PREMATURE  LIVE  BIRTHS  NOTIFIED  (As  adjusted  by  any  Notifications  transferred  in  or  out  of  the  Area) 
(a)  In  Hospital  — 58  (b)  At  Home  — 15  (c)  In  Private  Nursing  Home  — 
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DENTAL  TREATMENT  RETURN. 

A.  NUMBERS  PROVIDED  WITH  DENTAL  CARE. 


Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Treated 

Made  Dentally 
Fit 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers 

129 

129 

97 

69 

Children  under  five 

100 

94 

86 

74 

B.  FORMS  OF  DENTAL  TREATMENT  PROVIDED. 


Scalings 
and  Gum 
Treatment 

I 

Fillings 

Silver 

Nitrate 

Treatment 

Crowns 

or 

Inlays 

Extract- 

ions 

General 

Anes- 

thetic 

Dentures 

Provided 

Radio- 

graphs 

Full  Upper 
or  Lower 

Partial 
Upper  or 
Lower 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers 

3 

52 

— 

— 

518 

125 

34 

39 

3 

Children  under  5 

— 

95 

19 

— 

312 

88 

— 

— 

— 

DOMESTIC  HELPS. 


Number  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  end  of  the  year  : — 

(a) 

Wholetime 

1 

(b) 

Part-time 

8 

(0 

Casual 

42 

Number  of  cases  where  domestic  help  was  provided  during 

the 

year 

(a)  Maternity  (including  expectant  Mothers) 

18 

(5)  Tuberculosis 

8 

(c)  Chronic  sick  including  aged  and  infirm  159 

(i d ) Others 


48 


(b)  Cases  in  Institutions 
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Number  of  visits 
paid  by  Home 
Nurses  during  the 
year 

Number  of  Cases 
attended  by  Home 
Nurses  during  the 
year 

(I) 

29,190 

894 

Medical 

(2) 

6422 

248 

Surgical 

(3) 

1 

■ 

Infectious 

Diseases 

(4) 

5105 

127 

Tuber- 

culosis 

(5) 

37 

<1 

Maternal 

Compli- 

cations 

(6) 

36 

wO 

Others 

(7) 

40790 

1487 

Totals 

(8) 

19507 

414 

Patients  included 
in  (2)  - (7)  who 
were  65  or  over 
at  the  time  of  the 
first  visit  during 
the  year 
0) 

05 

to 

4^ 

87 

Childern  included 
in  (2)  - (7)  who 
were  under  5 at 
the  time  of  the 
first  visit  during 
the  year 
(10) 

29512 

351 

Patients  included 
in  (2)  - (7)  who 
have  had  more 
than  24  visits 
during  the  year 

(11) 

HOME  NURSINS 
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HOUSING  INSPECTIONS. 


Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts  1683 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection  in  respect  of  the  same  5670 

Number  of  houses  found  not  in  all  respects  to  be  fit  for  human  habitation  488 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  Notices,  including  102 

which  were  in  course  of  compliance  at  end  of  1953  ...  ...  ...  478 

Number  of  houses  subject  to  Notices  at  the  end  of  1954,  the  time 
having  not  expired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 


DEFECTS  FOUND  DURING  INSPECTION. 


Premises  affected 


DRAINS  : Defective,  absence  of,  defectively  constructed,  defective 

fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  161 

WATER  CLOSETS  : Defective  fittings,  broken  and  defective  pans 

structural  defects  and  dilapidations  of  the  closet  buildings  102 

WATER  SUPPLY  : No  supply,  defective  and  insufficient  supply, 

defective  fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

PAVING  OF  YARD  AREAS  : Defective  yard  paving,  defective  dish 

to  gullies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 


GENERAL  HOUSE  REPAIRS  : Dampness,  defective  roofs,  rain- 

water troughing  and  downpipes,  defective  internal  plastering,  walls 
woodwork,  light  and  ventilation,  defective  firegrates  and  chimneys, 
absence  of  or  defective  food  stores  and  coal  stores  ...  ...  ...  588 

OTHER  NUISANCES  : Insanitary  stables,  pig  styes  and  outbuildings 

accumulation  of  refuse  or  manure,  presence  of  rats  and  mice,  smoke 
nuisance  from  domestic  chimneys,  house  and  trade  refuse  ...  ...  385 


All  the  defects  were  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

During  the  year  464  complaints,  of  which  108  were  written,  were  made  in  respect  of  various 

nuisances. 
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DISINFECTIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

After  cases  of  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  ...  0 

After  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

After  cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  and  Poliomyelitis  ...  0 

After  Deaths  and  removals  (Tuberculosis)  13 

After  Deaths  from  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  4 
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Steam  disinfection  of  bedding  and  clothing  is  carried  out  at  the  Tonna  Hospital  by  arrangement 
with  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital  Board,  on  payment. 

Cleansing  of  persons  is  done  at  the  Cleansing  Station,  Pontardawe,  by  arrangement  with  the 
Pontardawe  R.D.  Council,  on  an  agreed  charge  per  case,  and  one  person  was  cleansed  during  the  year. 


DISINFESTATIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Slum  Houses  during  displacement  ...  ...  0 

Council  houses,  reported  infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Privately  owned  houses,  reported  infested  8 

Overcrowded  houses,  during  de-crowding  0 

8 


NEW  HOUSES  1954,. 

The  number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(а)  By  the  Local  Authority  — Traditional  Type  154 

(б)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  20 

Total  174 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  : 


Premises 

Inspections 

Notices 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

32 

1 

Factories  without  Mechanical  power.. 

63 

1 

Other  premises  under  the  Act  (including  works  of 
building  engineering  constructions,  but  not 
including  out-workers  premises)  38 

0 

133 

2 

Defects  found 

Defects 

Remedied 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient  

0 

0 

( b ) Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

1 

1 

(c)  Other  offences 

1 

1 

2 

2 

A list  of  four  outworkers  was  received  during  the  year. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

Applications  were  received  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  for  the  re-registration  of  five  Common 


Lodging  Houses,  all  of  which  were  situated  in  the  Borough  as 

follows  : — 

Name  of  Keeper 

Address 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Regd.  Rooms 

Regd.  Lodgers. 

Mrs.  Ann  Sandham 

1 Cattle  St. 

8 

47 

Mrs.  Ann  Sandham  & Deputy 

Mr.  Wm.  Sandham 

1 Glamorgan  St., 

6 

16 

Evan  Rosser 

68  Water  St. 

3 

15 

Ernest  Powell 

11  The  Parade 

3 

11 

D.  W.  Thomas 

4 Commercial  St. 

12 

45 

32 

134 
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On  the  31st  December,  1954,  78  men  and  3 women,  totalling  81,  were  resident,  as  against 
accommodation  for  134.  There  were  present  on  this  date  in  1949-50-51-52-53-  and  54,  as  follows  : — 


Year 

Lodgers 

present 

1949 

109 

1950 

112 

1951 

90 

1952 

87 

1953 

70 

1954 

81 

Of  the  81  Lodgers,  most  were  permanent  residents,  with  the  exception  of  Mo.  4 Commercial 
Street,  where  those  of  “no  fixed  abode’’  are  received,  with  their  attendant  difficulties. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  ORDERS  and  REGULATIONS. 

Summary  of  samples  examined  during  the  year  : — 


Total  Milk  Other  Foods 
258  124  134 


Cake  Mixture  10 

Custard  Powder  3 

Dessert  Powder  2 

Twiglets  1 

Cream  Crackers  1 

Shredded  Beef  Suet  5 

Rice  1 

Trifle  Pack  1 

Sponge  Mixture  2 

Bun  and  Cake  Mixture 1 

Dessicated  Coconut  3 

Semolina  1 

Blancmange  3 

Butter  4 

Ice-Cream  Mixture  1 

Tomato  Ketchup  2 

Pea-Nut  Butter  2 

Jelly  Powder  1 

Orange  Juice  1 

Christmas  Pudding 1 

Cooking  Fat  5 

Dates 2 

Raisins  1 

Canned  Peaches  1 

Icing  Sugar  1 

Maple  Syrup  1 

Table  Jelly  ...  5 

Gelatine  2 

Diabetic  Apricot  Jam  1 

Compound  Pepper  1 

Gravy  Powder 1 

Cornish  Pasty  1 

Honeycomb  mould 1 

Glace  Cherries  1 


Formal  Informal  Total 

0 134  258 

Nut  Kernels  2 

Pudding  Powder  1 

Pork  Pie 1 

Gravy  Browning  1 

Coffee  Spread  1 

Cheese  Spread  1 

Beef  Sausages  4 

Pork  Sausages 6 

Cream  of  1 artar 1 

Elder  & Peppermint 1 

Sago  1 

Baking  Powder  5 

Pie  Filling 1 

Batter  Mixture  1 

Soup  Powder  1 

Currie  Powder  1 

Horse  Radish  Sauce  1 

Bi-carbonate  of  Soda  1 

Malt  Vinegar  2 

Potted  Salmon  Paste  1 

Fish  Paste  1 

Beef  and  Tomato  Paste  1 

Meat  Paste 1 

Sauce  1 

Olive  Oil  1 

Sterilized  Cream  1 

Margarine  18 

V’elsh  Rarebit  1 

Plum  Jam  1 

Jelly  Crystals  1 

Pastry  Mix  1 

Sandwich  Spread  1 

Mince  Meat  1 

Dried  Fruit  2 

Total  ...  Other  Samples 134 
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Ratio  of  Samples  to  Population 


per  1,000 

Population 


Milk  Samples  (124)  

. 3.75 

Other  Sanies  (134) 

4.06 

All  Samples  (258) 

7.81 

Quarterly  Distributions  : 

Milk 

Other  Foods 

Total 

1st  Quarter 

31 

49 

80 

2nd  Quarter 

28 

24 

52 

3rd  Quarter 

31 

25 

56 

4th  Quarter 

34 

36 

70 

124 

134 

258 

ADULTERATED  SAMPLES. 

There  were  no  adulterated  Milk  Samples. 


Series  No. 

Article 

Nature  of 
adulteration 

Observation 
See  below 

99N 

Sponge  Cake 

Infestation 

See  below 

1 10N 

Cake  Flour 

Infestation 

>) 

248N 

Nut  Kernels 

Infestation 

ft 

257N 

Pastry  Mix 

Rancidity 

f t 

34N 

Imported 
Cheese  Spread 

High  Water 
Content  57% 

No  action  taken 

Sampling  was  carried  out  throughout  the  year  and  no  request  to  sample  “in  course  of  delivery’’ 
or  “appeal  to  the  Cow’’  was  received. 

It  will  be  observed  that  two  samples  of  Flour  confectionery  were  infested  with  Mites  and  one 
was  rancid.  The  nut  kernels  were  also  infested  with  House  Mites.  The  remainder  of  the  stocks  were 
withdrawn  from  sale  and  destroyed.  There  was  a marked  reduction  in  cases  of  Mites  infestations  as  a 
result  of  the  steady  clearing  of  war-time  accumulations. 

The  samples  of  Margarine  were  made  up  of  twelve  different  brands,  three  of  which  contained 
10%  Butter,  which  is  the  permissible  maximum  quantity. 

All  the  samples  of  foodstuffs  were  free  from  harmful  colouring,  preservatives  and  mineral  oil. 
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Summary  of  samples  purchased,  number  adulterated  and  number  in  which 
taken  during  1954. 


proceedings  were 


Samples 

Milk 

Other  foods 


No.  taken 

124 

134 


Adulterated 

0 

5 


Proceedings 

0 

0 


The  meat  content  of  Beef  sausages  was  56 — 63%  and  of  the  PoTk  sausages  65 70% 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES,  Etc.,  IN  FOOD  ) 
REGULATIONS,  1926  - 1953. 


Series  No. 

Food 

Preservative 

Parts 

Present 

per  million 
Permissible 

31N 

Gelatine 

Sulphur  Dioxide 

> t 

140 

1,000 

59N 

Pork  Sausages 

147 

450 

60N 

9 ) 

9 9 

145 

450 

62N 

9 9 

9 9 

130 

450 

64N 

9 9 

150 

450 

66N 

9 9 

9 9 

140 

450 

67N 

9 9 

9 9 

115 

450 

1 17N 

Gelatine 

9 9 

64 

1,000 

185N 

Table  Jelly 

9 9 

26 

40 

BOROUGH  ANALYST. 

Mr.  D.  Evans  Jones,  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff,  who  was  appointed  Public  Analyst 
to  the  Borough  as  from  the  12th  October,  1950,  continued  office. 

REGISTERED  BUTTER  FACTORY. 

There  is  one  registered  Butter  Factory  in  the  Borough  at  15a,  Orchard  Street,  in  the  occupation 
of  Messrs  William  Elliott  & Son,  and  its  use  in  “blending”  was  resumed  on  the  de-rationing  of  butter. 


ARTIFICIAL  CREAM. 

All  artificial  cream  sold  in  the  Borough  was  in  unopened  receptacles,  as  received  from  the  manu- 
facturers Its  consumption  is  very  much  on  the  increase,  as  it  is  extensively  used  in  the  preparation 
of  cakes,  fancy  pastries  and  trifles. 


CONDENSED  AND  DRIED  MIL3C  REGULATIONS 


No  case  of  incorrect  description  was  observed  on  labels  of  any  containers  during  frequent  inspect- 
ion of  stocks. 


MERCHANDISE  MARTS  ACT, 

The  Marking  Orders  relating  to  imported  eggs,  bacon,  dried  frut,  meat  and  poultry,  apples, 
tomatoes,  chilled  salmon,  honey,  oat  and  malt  products,  are  all  operative. 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  (RAW  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949 
MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  (PASTEURISED  and  STERILISED 
MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949 

The  following  Licences  to  retailgraded  milk  within  the  Borough  were  in  operation  during  1954:— 

Tuberculin  Tuberculin  Pasteurised  Sterilised  Total 

T ested  T ested  Pasteurised 

12  21  21  16  70 

Licences  for  1949  numbered  11,  for  1950,  34  ; for  1951,  47  ; for  1952,  44  ; and  for  1953,  54. 
It  is  possible  to  obtain  any  grade  of  milk  in  the  Borough  and  the  stage  is  being  reached  when 
only  designated  milks  will  be  available.  Producer  Licences  are  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  other  Licences  by  a Council  as  a Food  & Drugs  Authority. 


SV5ILK  AND  DAIRIES. 


The  number  of  producers  registerd  in  the  Borough  for  the 

sale  of  Milk 

(wholesale  and  retail! 

is  12,  having  a total  average  of  250  cows  in  milk, 

as  follows 

: — 

1948  1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Producer  Wholesalers 

7 10 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Producer- Retailers 

8 5 

3 

3 

o 

3 

3 

3 

Producer-Stock  rearing 

only 

0 0 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

15  15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

In  1939.  there  were  21  producers  of  milk  for  sale,  who  are  now  reduced  to  12  (9  wholesalers 
and  3 retailers)  and  3 for  stock  rearing  only,  a figure  which  has  been  constant  since  1950.  Three  only 
are  licensed  for  the  production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  one  of  whom  bottles  and  retails,  nine 
dispose  of  their  product  to  factories  for  pasteurisation  and  two  retail  their  small  supply  locally. 


The  number  of  distributors  operating  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

(а)  Producer-retailers  resident  outside  the  Borough  2 

(б)  Producer-retailers  resident  in  the  Borough 3 

(c)  Retailers  (only)  resident  in  the  Borough 14 

{d)  Retailers  (only)  resident  outside  the  Borough 9 

Total  ...  28 


There  were  102  registered  retailers  in  1939  and  the  decrease  has  been  due  to  the  transfer  of 
several  producer  retailers  to  the  large  milk  factories. 
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INSPECTION  OF  DAIRY  CATTLE. 

The  routine  inspection  of  dairy  cattle  has  been  the  responsibility  of  the  State  Veterinary 
Service  since  April,  1948.  It  has  been  the  practice  for  many  years  to  report  all  cases  of  Advanced 
Tuberculosis  discovered  during  Meat  inspection  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse.  During  1954,  noti- 
fications in  respect  of  27  Bovine  carcases  were  sent  to  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer. 

EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  FOR  TUBERCLE  BACILLI. 

During  1954,  23  samples  of  locally  produced  milk  were  submitted  for  tubercle  bacilli  examination 
all  of  which  gave  negative  results.  It  was  possible  to  collect  samples  of  bulk  supplies  from  all  herds 
in  the  Borough  and  of  those  situated  outside,  the  product  of  which  is  being  retailed  as  raw  milk  in 
the  Borough.  The  examinations  were  made  at  the  Public  Laboratory,  Cardiff. 

BACTERIOLICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

During  the  year  147  samples  of  milk  were  collected  and  submitted  for  examination  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  as  under  : — 


No. 

No. 

No. 

Description 

submitted 

satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Ungraded 

21 

21 

0 

Tuberculin  Tested 

3 

3 

0 

Tuberculin  Tested 

23 

23 

0 

(. Pasteurised ) 

Pasteurised 

54 

54 

0 

Pasteurised  ( Schools 

Hospitals  & Nurseries 

) 30 

30 

0 

Sterilised 

16 

16 

0 

Youghourt 

0 

0 

0 

147 

147 

0 

The  results  of  the  147  samples  were  satisfactory  and  all  the  heat  treated  milks  included  in  the 
same,  30  of  which  were  from  schools  and  nurseries,  showed  complete  pasteurisation  or  sterilisation. 


The  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  compares  favourably  with  the  results  over  1939-54, 
as  follows  : — 


Samples 

Number 

Percentage 

Period 

examined 

U nsatisf actor y 

Unsatisfactory 

1939 

96 

21 

21.8 

1940 

89 

18 

20.2 

1941 

104 

38 

36.5 

1942 

107 

39 

36.4 

1S43 

113 

37 

32.7 

1944 

111 

29 

26.1 

1945 

97 

30 

30.9 

1946 

110 

27 

24.5 

1947 

122 

31 

25.4 

1948 

116 

25 

21.5 

1949 

127 

18 

14.1 

1950 

141 

6 

4.58 

1951 

127 

o 

1.57 

1952 

137 

5 

3.64 

1953 

137 

0 

J.00 

1954 

147 

0 

0.00 
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An  analysis  of  the  Quarterly  Returns  shows  : — 


Number 

Submitted 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

First  Quarter 

34 

34 

0 

Second  Quarter 

31 

31 

0 

Third  Quarter 

41 

41 

0 

Fourth  Quarter 

36 

36 

0 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  1954,  91  samples  (90  bacteriological  and  1 chemical)  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Lab- 
oratory. The  supply  was  satisfactorily  maintained  with  the  exception  of  a few  local  unsatisfactory 
samples  and  no  case  of  sickness  attributable  to  water  contamination  was  reported.  All  the  town 
supplies  are  from  three  sources,  vi/,.:  Briton  Ferry,  Gnoll  and  Ystradfellte  Reservoirs,  the  last-named 
being  purchased.  The  first  two  supplies  are  filtered  and  chlorinated  and  the  Ystradfellte  chlorinated 
only. 


The  supply  to  the  Briton  Ferry  Dock  is  from  the  town  mains  and  all  precautions  are  taken  in 
the  care  of  its  equipment. 


Included  were  three  samples  from  private  sources. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  control  of  fatstock  and  meat  commenced  on  the  15th  January,  1940,  the  Ministry  of  Food 
became,  apart  from  some  few  exceptions,  the  sole  purchasers  of  fatstock  for  slaughter  for  human 
consumption. 

All  animals  in  the  controlled  area,  that  is,  Neath  Borough  and  Neath  Rural  District,  and  intended 
for  human  food  were,  from  that  date  to  the  end  of  June,  1954,  slaughtered  in  the  Neath  Abbattoir. 

Later  it  was  used  for  the  slaughter  of  surplus  animals  intended  as  meat  for  other  areas  — 
“export  trade” 

The  provisions  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  with  regard  to  the  use  of  mechanically- 
operated  instruments  on  all  food  animals  and  the  employment  of  licensed  slaughtermen  only,  were 
complied  with  in  the  Borough. 

The  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  relating  to  condemned  meat,  its  disposal  and  treatment, 
identification  and  certification,  was  strictly  adhered  to. 

Under  the  heading  of  “Individual  Self  Suppliers  of  Meat”  pigs  were  slaughtered,  on  permit,  by 
local  farmers  and  cottagers  and  it  was  the  practice  to  examine  the  carcases. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  ceased  to  be  responsible  for  the  slaughter  of  animals  on  the  29th  June, 
1954,  and  private  slaughtering  re-commenced  on  2nd  July,  1954.  Thus  ended  a period  of  14|  years 
of  Meat  Control  and  Meat  Rationing. (January,  1940 — June,  1954).  The  Borough  Slaughterhouse  was 
released  and  handed  back  to  the  Council,  a greatly  improved  and  modernised  establishment. 
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Meat  Inspection  was  done  on  the  Methods  and  Criteria  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
and  adopted  by  the  Council  -Memorandum  3/Meat  ; meat  deliveries  to  butcher  shops  were  from  several 
sources  and  inspection  at  the  shops  was  intensified. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  1954  was,  as  follows  : — 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

1st  Half 

[Control) 

1078 

748 

12275 

18654 

4211 

36966 

2nd  Half 

(. De-control ) 

1762 

439 

1768 

19139 

4574 

27682 

2840 

1187 

14043 

37793 

8785 

64648 

TABLE  OF  CONDEMNED  Id  EAT 

The  undermentioned  carcases  and  edible  offal  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  food  : — 


Cattle 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Calves 

Pigs 

Carcases  (complete) 

55 

58 

381 

16 

Heads  only 

14 

1 

0 

0 

Tongues  only  ... 

4 

0 

0 

0 

Heads  and  Tongues  ... 

135 

59 

367 

171 

Livers 

1313 

3439 

46 

101 

Part  Livers 

342 

0 

0 

0 

Hearts 

61 

0 

1 

14 

Tails 

56 

0 

0 

0 

Thick  Skirts 

67 

0 

0 

0 

Lungs  

787 

1944 

7 

342 

Melts 

109 

0 

0 

0 

Plucks  

0 

57 

368 

39 

Udders 

743 

0 

0 

0 

Gut  ... 

434 

97 

369 

472 

Tripe  

53 

0 

0 

0 

Beef 

Mutton 

Veal 

Pork 

Parts  of  carcases 

13041bs. 

881bs. 

301bs. 

1821bs 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AMD  CONDEMNED. 

Cattle  [excluding 

Cows 

Calves  Lambs 

LJigs 

Cows) 

Number  killed  2840 

1187 

14043  37793 

8785 

Number  inspected  2840 

1187 

14043  37793 

8785 
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All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

(i excluding  Cows) 

and  Lambs 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

5 

30 

379 

58 

14 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  number 

290 

285 

413 

3498 

272 

affected  with  disease 
other  than  T.B 

11.4 

37.0 

5.1 

9.3 

3.2 

Tuberculosis  only 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

( excluding  cows) 

and  Lambs 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some 

4 

21 

2 

0 

2 

part  or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  number 

275 

290 

8 

0 

55 

inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

10.5 

37.1 

.01 

0. 

0.6 

In  addition,  684  lbs.  of  Corned  Beef  and  409|  lbs.  of  Imported  Beef,  were  condemned  at  the 
Distributing  Centre.  The  Ministry’s  instructions  regarding  identification  were  complied  with. 


It  will  be  observed  that  60  carcases  of  Beef,  681  carcases  of  Veal  16  carcases  of  Pork,  1,304  lbs. 
of  Beef,  301bs.  of  Veal,  88  lbs.  of  Mutton,  182  lbs.  of  Pork,  as  part  carcases,  and  a large  quantity  of 
edible  offal  were  condemned  during  the  year.  Of  the  total  cattle  slaughtered,  29  per  cent  were  Cows 
which  indicates  a steady  and  continuous  improvement  in  the  quality  of  rationed  meat,  as  shown  in 
the  following  fable  : — 


Year 

Cattle  % 

Cows  % 

[excluding  Cows) 

1954 

71 

29 

1953 

65 

35 

1952 

62 

38 

1951 

58 

42 

1950 

46 

54 

1949 

39 

61 

1948 

45 

55 

1947 

38 

62 

1946 

29 

71 

1945 

47 

53 

1939 

98 

2 

Further  to  previous  Reports  on  the  infestation  of  cattle  by  Cysticercus  Bovis  (Measly  Beef,) 
since  1948,  78  carcases  have  been  discovered  at  the  Borough  Slaughterhouse,  viz.: 

1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  Total 

1 10  10  23  9 12  13  78 


ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  DURING  THE  PERIOD  1946-53. 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Cattle 

1667 

1761 

1477 

1530 

2520 

4018 

3038 

3141 

2840 

Cows 

4179 

2963 

1793 

2434 

2997 

2568 

1881 

1707 

1187 

Calves 

31212 

31909 

27891 

29547 

32714 

25391 

18550 

19739 

14043 

Sheep 

21988 

16073 

23325 

27649 

21189 

21487 

25849 

27384 

37793 

Pigs 

405 

63 

676 

1156 

2040 

1496 

3002 

4219 

8785 

59451 

52769 

55162 

62316 

61460 

54960 

52320 

56190 

64648 

WHOLE  CARCASES  CONDEMNED 

DURING 

PERIOD 

1946—1954. 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Cattle 

9 

6 

6 

8 

9 

15 

12 

13 

9 

Cows 

624 

321 

153 

241 

295 

179 

123 

56 

51 

Calves 

222 

264 

237 

236 

375 

362 

244 

457 

381 

Sheep 

26 

26 

19 

47 

61 

33 

29 

52 

58 

Pigs 

4 

2 

10 

13 

14 

21 

19 

29 

16 

885 

619 

425 

545 

754 

610 

427 

607 

515 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  REGULATIONS,  1924-1948. 

The  Regulations  were  generally  well  observed  and  it  was  noted  that  there  was  a steady  improve- 
ment in  the  proper  use  of  overalls  and  utensils,  although  it  was  again  necessary,  on  occasion  to  call 
attention  to  the  condition  of  vehicles  and  the  cleanliness  of  meat  handlers,  particularly  nearing 
the  end  of  the  shift.  The  transport  of  meat  and  edible  offal  for  sale  for  human  consumption  was 
generally  under  the  direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  their  co-operation,  through  their  Depot 
Managers,  was  of  great  assistance  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  various  Regulations. 


BUTCHERS’  SHOPS. 

There  were  45  premises  used  for  the  sale  of  meat  in  the  Borough,  comprising  33  shops  and  12  stalls 
the  latter  being  situated  within  the  General  Market.  They  were  fitted  with  modern  equipment  and 
have  facilities  to  maintain  premises  and  products  clean  amd  wholesome. 

With  the  de-control  of  meat,  butchers  had  greater  freedom  to  purchase  home  and  foreign  meat 
supplies  and  the  quantity  and  variety  of  the  small  goods  sold  became  more  plentiful. 

Periodical  inspections  were  made  of  the  premises  to  determine  the  manner  in  which  the 
businesses  were  kept  and  to  examine  meat  and  meat  products,  some  of  which  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human  food. 
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OTHER  PREMISES  WHERE  FOOD  IS  SOLD,  STORED  OR  PREPARED 

FOR  SALE. 

1.  BAKEHOUSES  : There  were  19  bakehouses  in  use  during  the  year.  One  family  baker  ceased 

to  trade  and  the  premises  were  used  for  other  purposes.  No  structural  changes  were  noted  and  the  owners 
were  unchanged.  Facdities  are  available  for  the  convenience  of  staffs  and  to  maintain  cleanliness 
of  the  premises.  Attention  was  stressed  during  inspection  as  to  the  proper  storage  of  wastes  until 
collection,  and  means  of  avoiding  rodent  infestation.  No  complaint  of  pest  infestation  was  received. 

2.  AERATED  WATER  WORKS.  Four  factories  operated  during  the  year  which  were  engaged  in 
the  production  of  soft  drinks  ; three  of  them  also  manufactured  Vinegar  and  Gravy  Browning.  The 
water  supply  in  each  case  was  from  the  town  mains  and  was  tested  regularly.  One  complaint  was  dealt 
with  during  the  year,  arising  from  the  omission  of  smoke  from  a boiler  at  one  of  these  factories. 
All  the  premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactorily  conducted. 

3.  ICE  CREAM  SHOPS.  There  were  9 premises  in  which  Ice-Cream  was  produced  and  78  premises 
registered  for  its  sale  during  the  year.  The  supplies  are,  principally,  obtained  from  national  firms 
and  seventeen  suppliers  meet  the  demands  of  the  traders  in  the  Borough. 

Locally  ice-cream  is  made  by  the  Cold-Mix  method  which  is  claimed  to  be  very  useful  where 
trade  is  limited,  a quick  supply  required,  labour  short  and  the  quality  and  keeping  properties  sat- 
isfactory. 

During  the  year  42  samples  were  submitted  for  examination. 

Laboratory  examinations  since  1947  are,  as  under  : — 


Year 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Submitted 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

1947 

30 

10 

2 

8 

10 

1948 

42 

13 

6 

9 

14 

1949 

50 

25 

11 

8 

6 

1950 

42 

18 

16 

5 

3 

1951 

41 

32 

2 

4 

3 

1952 

30 

26 

1 

2 

1 

1953 

42 

35 

5 

2 

0 

1954 

42 

41 

1 

0 

0 

: Provisional  Regulations  interpret  the  above,  as  : — 

Year 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number  Very 

Submitted 

Satisfactory 

Fairly 

Unsatisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory 

1947 

30 

10 

2 

8 

10 

1948 

42 

13 

6 

9 

14 

1949 

50 

25 

11 

8 

6 

1950 

42 

18 

16 

5 

3 

1951 

41 

32 

2 

4 

3 

1952 

30 

26 

1 

2 

1 

1953 

42 

35 

5 

2 

0 

1954 

42 

41 

1 

0 

0 

4.  FISH  FRYING  BUSINESSES.  17  premises  carried  on  the  sale  of  fried  fish  and  chipped  potatoes  - 
11  less  than  the  previous  year.  Traders  in  this  business  are  experiencing  a lean  period,  probably 
due  to  the  competing  influence  of  other  food  products,  greater  supplies  of  fat  and  changes  in’ the  needs 
and  requirements  of  customers.  On  inspection,  these  premises  were  found  to  be  kept  clean  and  no 
complaint  was  made  as  to  disposal  of  wastes. 


5.  FISH  SHOPS  AND  HAWKERS.  1 1 shops  retailed  fresh  fish  in  this  area,  and  all  premises 
were  found  to  be  kept  clean.  During  inspection  owners  were  advised  to  arrange  quick  disposal  of 
empty  fish  containers  and  to  provide  proper  covers  to  waste  bins  so  as  to  avoid  nuisances  arising. 


6.  HOTELS,  RESTAURANTS,  CAFES  AND  CANTEENS.  There  were  32  hotels,  restaurants  and 
cafes  catering  for  the  needs  of  the  public.  These  were  found  to  be  well  maintained  but  it  was  found 
necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  two  owners  to  the  necessity  for  removing  waste  material  from  yards. 


Twenty-one  canteens  are  provided  in  factories  in  the  Borough.  Most  of  these  premises  are 
fitted  with  modern  appliances  to  prepare,  cook  and  store  food,  and  there  are  arrangements  for  waste 
food  to  be  regularly  collected,  usually  by  pig-keepers.  The  services  of  the  rodent  operator  was  often  in 
demand  at  these  premises  and  results  attained  were  satisfactory. 


7.  GENERAL  PROVISION  SHOPS,  STALLS  AND  STORES. 

The  following  is  a list  of  foodstuffs  condemned  : — 


21  lbs.  Cheese 
54  lbs.  Raisins 
7 pkts.  Dates 
61bs.  Pork  Sausages 
20  Jars  Sandwich  Spread 
281bs.  Smoked  Haddock 
73  Crates  Broccoli 
5 pkts.  Short  bread 
4 pkts.  Beef  Suet 
4 pkts.  Coconut 
75  pkts.  Sponge  Mixture 
63  pkts.  Cake  Mixture 
29  pkts.  Pastry  Mixture 
11  pkts.  Pudding  Mixture 
26  pkts.  Semolina 


81bs.  Pressed  Beef 

161bs’  Semolina 

21  lbs.  Self  Raising  Flour 

61bs.  Rice 

101  os.  Lentils 

9 pkts.  Flour  Mixture 

481bs.  Cooked  Tongue 

21  libs.  Beef 

1891bs.  Bacon 

11  Ids.  Chicken 

lOOlbs.  Hake 

3081bs.  Mutton 


2 pkts.  Nut  Kernels 
4 pkts.  Pastry  Mix 


541bs.  Ox  Tongues 
43  Turkevs 


824  lbs.  Cooked  Ham 
2791bs.  Corned  Beef 
401bs.  Jellied  Veal 
250  tins  Various  Meats 
776  tins  Various  Fruits 
560  tins  Various  Vegetables 
157  tins  Milk  and  Cream 
20  tins  P'ish 
1041bs.  Roast  Pork 
401hs.  Chitterlings. 


45  tins  Assorted  Jams 
61' js.  Saveloys 


211  lbs.  Dried  Fruits 
51bs.  Sausages 


lOOlbs.  Veal 


2731’os.  Fish  Fillets 
73  lbs.  Meat  Faggots 
1401bs.  Cereals 
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GENERAL  INSPECTION. 


1.  SHOPS  ACTS. 

The  administration  of  the  Shops  Acts  and  Regulations  have  been  in  the  Weights  and  Measures 
Department  since  1st  July,  1939.  Several  Notices  were  served  and  complied  with  in  respect  of  San- 
itary accommodation  and  the  welfare  arrangements  of  shop  workers  were  satisfactory.  Both  Depart- 
ments have  certain  provisions  to  enforce  and  there  is  complete  co-operation  between  each. 

2.  HAIRDRESSERS’  ESTABLISHMENTS: 

An  inspection  of  Hairdressers  establishments  was  carried  out  to  determine  the  condition  of 
the  sanitary  conveniences,  ventilation,  heating,  disposal  of  waste  paper  and  hair,  the  sterilisation  and 
cleansing  of  razors  and  brushes  and  the  frequency  of  change  of  cloths. 

It  was  found  that  36  premises  were  in  use,  comprising  17  for  Ladies  and  19  for  Gentlemen. 
They  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory  but  it  was  necessary  to  draw  attention  to  the  need  for 
improved  sanitary  conveniences  and  to  re-decorate. 

3.  OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

In  the  Borough  there  are  established  four  offensive  trades,  three  of  Rag  and  Bone  dealers  and 
one  of  a Gut  Scraper.  Each  has  been  consented  to  and  are  situated  in  James  Street,  Canal  Side, 
The  Green,  and  the  Public  Abbattoir,  respectively.  They  are  satisfactorily  conducted  and  having  re- 
gard to  the  nature  of  the  businesses,  little  complaint  could  be  found,  excepting  of  accumulations  due 
to  transport  difficulties  and  of  smells  arising  from  decomposing  organic  matter,  and  a suitable  deo- 
dorant was  put  into  use. 

4.  TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 

Two  cases  of  occupying  unauthorised  dwellings  were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  The 

f airfield  was  used  during  the  periods  when  the  fairs  and  circus  were  held  and  adequate  sanitary  con- 
veniences and  water  supply  was  available  on  the  premises. 

5.  RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  (RESTRICTIONS)  ACTS. 

No  application  was  received  during  the  year  for  a Certificate  of  Sanitary  Authority  as  to 
the  state  of  repair  of  a dwellinghouse. 

6.  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  OF  CINEMAS. 

The  five  cinemas  in  the  Borough  were  periodically  inspected,  with  particular  attention  to  the 
condition  of  the  sanitary  conveniences,  disposal  of  waste  materials,  presence  of  rodents  and  as  to 

cleanliness. 

Repairs  were  undertaken  in  two  of  the  Cinemas  during  the  year.  Litter  was  found  to  be  ex- 
tensive, being  mainly  caused  by  patrons  having  ample  supplies  of  sugar  confectionery  and  ice-cream. 
Use  was  made  of  the  rodent  service,  with  satisfactory  results. 

The  four  Billiards  Halls  were  inspectedto  determine  their  cleanliness  and  sanitary  arrangements. 

During  the  year  the  Orchard  Street  Billiards  Hall  was  closed  and  a new  one  was  opened  in 
Burton’s  Buildings,  Green  Street. 


7.  SANITARY  CONVENIENCES  OF  SCHOOLS. 


All  the  public  schools,  including  nurseries,  are  controlled  by  the  County  Council.  The  two 
private  schools  in  the  area  specialise  in  teaching  commercial  subjects.  During  the  year  22  milk  samples 
submitted  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  and  the  results  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  The 
water  supply  is  obtained  from  the  town  mains  and  was  tested  regularly.  During  suitable  periods 
the  children  made  use  of  the  Gnoll  Swimming  Pool.  On  one  occasion  only  was  it  necessary  to  call  in 
the  asssistance  of  the  rodent  operator. 

8.  LICENSED  PREMISES. 

There  are  63  Licensed  Premises  and  14  registered  Clubs  in  the  Borough.  No  change  was  noted 
in  the  number  of  premises  but  alterations  in  the  management  took  place  during  the  year.  Cleanliness 
was  well  maintained  and  re-decoration  and  repairs  were  carried  out  in  several  places. 

9.  PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 

During  the  year  4 applications  were  received  and  granted  for  licences  under  the  above  Act. 

10.  THE  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

Four  premises  were  registered  for  the  year  and  only  materials  from  licensed  factories  was  found 
during  inspection  to  be  used. 

11.  RATS  AND  MICE  INFESTATION. 


Local  Dwelling-  Agricul-  Business  Total 
Authority  houses  tural  and  indust. 


1 . Properties  inspected  by 
Local  Authority 

(a)  Notified  as  infested 

0 

119 

0 

25 

144 

( b ) Otherwise 

47 

291 

0 

17 

355 

2.  Properties  found  to  be 
infested  by  rats 

(a)  Major 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(b)  Minor  

34 

255 

0 

17 

306 

3.  Properties  found  to  be 
infested  with  Mice  : 

(a)  Major 

0 

0 

0 

0 

. 0 

(b)  Minor 

0 

6 

0 

12 

IS 

Properties  treated  by 
Local  Authority 

34 

255 

0 

33 

322 

(a)  Surface  treatment  : 
Baits  Laid  ... 

3063 

Dead  Rats  found 

250 

No  Takes  

1356 

Dead 

mice  found 

62 

Takes 

1707 
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SEWER  TREATMENT,  1954. 

Two  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the  approved  methods.  The  work 
of  treating  houses  and  business  premises  was  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Operator. 


Manholes  baited 

423 

Baits  taken 

196 

Manholes  test  baited 

246 

Baits  taken 



125 

Total 

669 

Total 

321 

PRIVATE  WORK  ON 

DRAINS  BY  THE  BOROUGH 

ENGINEER 

The  under-mentioned  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Department  on  request 
and  at  the  expense  of  the  owners  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  : — 

{a)  Cleansing  of  drains  at  request  of  owner  at  7 dwelling  houses. 

(6)  Cleansing  of  combined  drains  at  146  houses  in  67  incidents. 

HOUSING. 

Houses  unfit  for  Human  Habitation  : 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  : — 

Nos.  47,  53,  56,  58,  72,  Lowther  Street,  Briton  Ferry, 

No.  17  Bush  Row,  Neath 

Nos.  17  and  19,  Ritson  Street,  Briton  Ferry. 

Summary  of  Progress  and  Position  on  the  31st  December,  1954. 

(a)  Slum  Clearance  Areas. 


Year 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Squatters 

Total 

Area 

Houses 

Persons 

families 

1938 

37 

452 

1650 

0 

130 

1953 

11 

67 

217 

9 

80 

1954 

11 

51 

159 

7 

69 

Demolition 

Orders 

Year 

No.  of  Houses 

No. 

of  Persons 

Squatters 

Total  families 

195b 

19 

97 

12 

22 

1954 

16 

71 

12 

16 

A.T.S  Camp,  Dwryfelin  : 

Year 

Huts 

Squatters 

Families 

Persons 

1953 

7 

2 

7 

34 

1954 

4 

0 

4 

19 

(d)  Re-housing  Accommodation. 
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TABLE 


TABLE 


TABLE  3 


TABLE  4. 


% 


(*) 

(b) 

(c) 


Clearance  Areas 
Demolition  Orders 
Huts 

Total,  1953  ... 
Total,  1954  ... 


Occupied 

Squatters 

51 

7 

16 

12 

4 

0 

93 

23 

71 

19 

Families 

Persons 

69 

159 

16 

71 

4 

19 

109 

365 

89 

249 

OVERCROWDING,  1954. 
Particulars  of  Overcrowding. 


Overcrowding  Records. 

1936 

1954 

Ward 

North  

South  

Briton  Ferry  ... 
Council  Houses 

Families  Persons 

186  — 

142  _ 

84  _ 

25  _ 

Families 

72 

97 

36 

39 

Persons 

383 

525 

203 

234 

437  2553 

244 

1345 

New  Cases  During  The 

Year. 

Ward 

North  

South 

Briton  Ferry 
Council  Houses 

Families 

8 

6 

4 

5 

Persons 

39 

32 

17 

25 

23 

119 

Reasons  For  New  Cases  of  Overcrowding  : 

Families 

Sub-tenants  ...  ...  20 

Natural  Increases  in  family  3 

Persons 

104 

15 

23 

119 

De-Crowded  Families,  1954  : 

Ward 

North 

South  

Briton  Ferry 
Council  Houses  ... 

Families 

11 

4 

7 

...  5 

Persons 

52 

19 

33 

28 

27 

132 
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TABLE  5.  Methods  of  Abating  Overcrowding  : 

North  South  Briton  Ferry  Council 

Given  Council  Houses  11  4 7 5 

TABLE  6.  Position  of  Overcrowded  Houses,  31st  December,  1954 


Ward 

No.  of  families 

No  of  Persons 

No.  of  families 

No.  of  Persons 

in  Houses 

involved  o: 

'ercrowding 

involved 

North 

117 

495 

72 

383 

South  

167 

627 

97 

525 

Briton  Ferry 

57 

166 

36 

203 

Council  Houses 

67 

329 

39 

234 

408 

1617 

244 

1345 

HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1954. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  houses  during  the  Year.: 

(i)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  the  Public 

Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1683 

(ii)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5670 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  8 

(iv)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(v)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(vi)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preced- 

ing head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  for  human  habitation  488 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  the  service  of  of  Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 


action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  60 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936...  ...  0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  488 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(i)  By  owners  ...  480 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1 and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  0 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  0 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV.  Overcrowding  : 


(a) 

1. 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 

207 

2. 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

244 

3. 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  

1345 

(b) 

1. 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year 

23 

2. 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  

119 

(c) 

1. 

N umber  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year 

27 

(2) 

Number  of  persons  concerned  with  such  cases...  

132 

W 

1. 

Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  have  again  become 
overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  has  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ... 

0 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

1. 

Number  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  : 

(a)  Infested  ...  

0 

( b ) Disinfested  

0 

2. 

Number  of  other  houses  found  to  be  : 

(«)  Infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

( b ) Disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


GENERAL. 


1.  HOUSING. 

During  the  year  174  new  houses  were  provided — 154  by  the  Council  and  20  by  private  enter- 
prise. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  51  houses  were  still  occupied  by  69  families  in  Slum  Clearance  Areas. 
In  addition,  there  were  16  families  in  Individual  Unfit  Houses  and  4 families  occupying  the  huts 
at  Dwryfelin  Camp  Site.  Displacement  of  20  families  from  these  properties  took  place  during  the  year 
but  if  they  are  all  to  be  vacated  within  a reasonable  period,  the  rate  of  displacement  must  be  acceler- 
ated. 

2.  FOOD  POISONING  : 

No  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  reported  during  1954. 
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3.  NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

One  case  of  Non  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  investigated  during  the  year.  The  Department 
co-operated  with  the  Veterinary  Service  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  the  notification  of 
condemned  Tuberculous  carcases,  together  with  the  veterinary  history  and  examinations  of  milk. 

4.  BURIAL  OF  THE  DEAD. 

The  disposal  of  unclaimed  bodies  in  the  Borough  (excluding  Hospitals)  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Local  Authority  and  the  arrangements  to  do  so  are  made  by  this  Department.  (Section  50. 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948).  During  the  year  three  persons  were  buried  by  vour  Contractor 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

The  recording  of  rainfall  - roof  and  ground,  solids,  insoluble  and  soluble,  suspended  tarry 
matter,  other  suspended  combustible  matter,  the  ash  of  the  insoluble  matter  and  the  sulphur  pollution 
- has  been  made  monthly  since  November,  1949,  and  observations  of  the  Daily  Mean  Concentration 
of  smoke  commenced  on  the  1st  July,  1953.  The  analyses  are  made  by  the  Public  Health  Labor- 
atory, Cardiff.  They  are  noted  on  standard  forms  supplied  by  the  Department  of  Scientific  and 
Industrial  Research  to  whom  copies  are  sent  for  inclusion  in  their  monthly  “Summary  of  Observations” 
and  which  is  distributed  to  co-operating  bodies,  the  Council  being  a member  and  represented  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  There  are  two  national 
organisations  interested  in  the  abatement  of  smokes,  fumes  and  grit  nuisances,  the  Council  being  a 
member  of  both,  the  one  referred  to  above  and  the  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society. 

SUMMARY  OF  RECORDINGS,  1950-1954. 


Year 

Total 

Average  Solids 

Average  Sulphur 

Interpretation 

Rainfall 

in  tons  per 

(S.O.3)  Maximum 

Number  of 

{Inches) 

square  mile 

Day  Pollution 
per  1 ,000  sq.  cms 

A’s 

B’s 

1950 

61.55 

15.97 

7.3 

4 

8 

1951 

62.16 

16.96 

6.8 

2 

10 

1952 

50.10 

13.69 

6.7 

8 

4 

1953 

50.36 

15.49 

6.6 

6 

6 

1954 

74.65 

18.97 

7.6 

1 

11 

These  results  for  practical  purposes  for  the  five  years  under  review  are  interpreted  as  : — 


“A”  ...  Clean  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

“B”  ...  Fairly  Clean  ...  ...  39 

“C”  ...  Dirty  0 

“D”  ...  Very  Dirty...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Measurement  of  Smoke  by  means  of  Smoke  Filter. 

Value  of  mg  I m2  Smoke  Concentration 

Average  Highest  Lowest 

Average,  1953  ...  0.157  O.o42  0.060 

Average,  1954  ...  0.072  0.204  0.036 

Rainfall 

Average  1900 — 1954  57.28  inches 

For  1954  74.65  inches 


Monthly  reports  were  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  and  copies  were  exhibited  in  the  two 
Public  Libraries.  Copies  were  also  sent  to  the  Neath  Technical  College  and  to  a group  of  local 
Medical  Practitioners  for  information. 
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